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A Note from our Pastoré.  
 

“Why do we give money to the church?” a child asks her mother, 
who is filling Sunday’s offering envelope. How will the mother  
answer her daughter’s question? How do we answer this question 
for our children?”  

 
This is how Craig Satterlee begins his Alban Institute article entitled ñWhy 
Do We Give?ò And I think it is a good place for us to start this month. How 
do we answer children when they ask about giving? November is  
stewardship seasonï that season when we pay attention to what we give 
to the church, especially our money, and prayerfully and thoughtfully  
discern what we will pledge to give in the next calendar year. Talking about money is sometimes 
(correction: almost always) uncomfortable. Itôs uncomfortable with friends, itôs especially  
uncomfortable at church, and it can be really uncomfortable as the pastor of a church!  
 
And yet, I feel called to pastor to every part of our life together. Money is a big part of our lives. It 
just is. Money influences almost every decision we make: from what we eat for dinner, to whether 
we wake up for work on Monday morningsðand for many of us, money is tight and getting tighter. 
So why do we give to the church? I invite you to give yourself some space to truly think about this 
question before filling out your pledge cards this month. There is no right answer to this question 
but I think it is important for each of us to have an understanding of our own answer.  
 
Why do I give, you ask? I give because becoming active in the church has literally changed my life 
(and not only because I ended up becoming a pastor!)  I shared in a sermon last month about how 
finding my church as a teenager taught me about the powerful love that is found in a shared  
community. Having such a soft, compassionate place to land on those hardest days is something 
unfound elsewhere in the world. I give to the church because that community of faith matters to me 
and I want it to continue for generations to come. 
 
I give to our church because I value an inclusive and loving voice in a society that too often 
excludes and demeans. I give because we are brave enough to fly a banner reading: Jesus didnôt 
reject people. Neither do we. I have witnessed tears when someone at last believes that God  
really does love them for exactly who they are, that each and every single one of us is a beloved 
child of God, created with a divine imprint. I want everyone to experience the unconditional and  
unbounded love of God, and the church is an important piece of that experience for many people. 
 
We all have different capacities to give financially, just as we all have different capacities to give of 
our time and our talents. My hope is that you will not only give out of a sense of gratitude, but that 
in discerning why you give and how much, your sense of gratitude may be deepened. 

 
Blessings to you in your discernment,  

Pastor Zayna  
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10:45 a.m.ðWorship 

               Communion 

 

 

5-7 Faith Discovery 

                     2 

10:30-Bible    

       Study CH 

 

3-7ðFA 

@church 

  

3 4 

2:00-5:00ð   

       Badger 

       Brothers 

 

3-7ðFA 

@church 
 

5:00-Faith & 

Fellowship 

Cunningham 

House 

5 

2:00ðFilm  

Fellowship Group 

 

4-8ï Recital in   

        church 

6 

1pm– CWU 

Board Meeting 

2pm– Church 

Women United 

World  

Community Day 

(First  

Congregational 

UCC) 

7 

 

8 
*WORSHIP 

     Mt. Zion 

9:00 a.m.ðWorship 
 

     First 

9:30ðChoir rehearsal   

10:45 a.m.ðWorship 

           Choir Sings 

9 

 

10:30-Bible  

      Study CH 

 

3-7ðFA 

@church 

 

5:30-Mt. Zion 

         Council 

 

10 

 

7:00ðFirst 

          Council 

11 

 

2:00-5:00ð   

       Badger 

       Brothers 

 

3-7ðFA 

@church 

5-7-FA @ CH  

12 
 

 

NEWSLETTER 

ARTICLES DUE 

 

12:00ðòOut to  

      Lunch Bunchò 

 

2:00ðFilm  

     Fellowship    

      Group 

13 

 

 

 

14 

 

9-3ðBob  

Mutton Lecture 

Wisconsin  

Conference 

15 

*WORSHIP 

     Mt. Zion 

9:00 a.m.ðWorship 
 

     First 

10:45 a.m.ðWorship 

16 

3-7ðFA 

@church 

 

 

17 

1:00-Hearthside 

Bible Study 

 

1:30--Womenôs 

Fellowship 
 

18 

2:00-5:00ð   

       Badger 

       Brothers 

3-7ðFA 

@church 

5-7-FA @ CH  

19 

2:00ðFilm  

Fellowship Group 
 

 

20 

tŀǎǘȅ tǊŜǇ 

21 

7:30-12:30- 

Pasty Bake 

 

 22 

*WORSHIP 

     Mt. Zion 

9:00 a.m.ðWorship 
 

     First 

9:30-Choir Rehearsal 

10:45 a.m.ðWorship 

Choir Sings 

Thanksgiving Feast         

23 

3-7ðFA 

@church 

 

 

24 

ASSEMBLE 

NEWSLETTER 

25 

3-7FA 

@church 

5-7-FA @ CH  

26 

HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING 
 

 

27 

 

28 

 

 

29 

*WORSHIP 

     Mt. Zion 

9:00 a.m.ðWorship 
 

     First 

9:00—Hanging of  

           Greens 

10:45 a.m.ðWorship 

 

30 

 

3-7ðFA 

@church 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

  
 



Page 3 UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST NEWSLETTER 

 

NEWS AT MT. ZION 

MEMBER CONCERNS 
 

 

PLATTEVILLE PARK PLACE  
1015 N Elm—Platteville 
Grace Martin 
 

HOME OF HIS DAUGHTER  
LANCASTER 
Norbert Stoker 
 

COLLEGE 
Liz and Clara White 
 

ARMY 
Aaron Howard 

HEARTHSIDE BIBLE STUDY 
 

 

     The next bible study will   be   
Tuesday, November 17th @ 1:00 pm 

       Come and join the group.  
Everyone is welcome. 

 
 
 

Next meeting will be Monday,  
     November 9th @ 5:30 at  
     Wilma Stantonôs.  
 

 

 
Next Food Pantry work day  

will be Wednesday, November 25th   
 

Check with Wilma Stanton to see  
if she needs any help! 

 
 

BASEMENT DRAINAGE 
 

Albert White will be working on this. He has  
offered some money toward cost. 
~~Thanks, Albert 
  
 

SNOW PLOWING 
 

Jim Reed will try to take care of this for the  
winter.  4 Seasons Landscaping thinks it is 
quite far out to Cornelia.  They would still do it, 
but would rather not. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Turkey/Ham Dinner 

 

On Sunday, October 4, 2015, we served less 
meals, but made about the same due to the rise 
in prices. The weather was cold and the Packers 
played at 3:00 p.m. We served 187 carry outs 
which was a new high. Bazaar was lower ï 
$709.40.  Raffle was lower -$517.00 

 
 

 
THANK YOU! 

 

A big Thanks to all who helped to make the the 
2015 Turkey & Ham dinner at Mt Zion UCC a big 
success. 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS 

 

Our program will be held this year on  
Sunday, December 20th  during the morning  
service.  There will be finger food and special 
visitor in the Fellowship Hall after church.  

MT. ZION TURKEY SUPPER 
 

2015 RAFFLE WINNERS 
 

1.   Quilt          Gloria Speth 
2.   Afghan          Jeff Martin 
3.   Blue Quilt          Hunter Hutchcraft 
4.   Small Coke plates         Porter Wagner     
      & Coke Calendar 
5.   Fall Door Decoration    Judy Steinhoff 
6.   Turkey Decoration        Dolores Hutcheson 
7.   Pot Holders         Terri Martin 
8.   Kitchen Towel &         Sue White 
      Hot pad 
9.   Platteville Afghan         Pam White 
10. Pillow                           Della Mae Voights 
11. Coke Tray         Eathan Eastlick 
12. 2 Picture Frames         Wayne Roth 
13. Wooden Bear        Ann Thompson 
14. Wedding Doll               Brett Eastlick 
 

 

Congratulations to all the winners! 
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11/1 *Ann Haglund 
11/8 Dave Jones 
11/15 Jean Sanders 
11/22 Alleine Carl 
11/29   George Gray 
 
12/6 *Karen Rundell 
 

HOSPITALITY TEAM 

 

 

ASSISTING AT CORNELIA THIS MONTH 
  
  11/1  Orlin/ Virginia Andrew 
  11/8 Peggy ElwellðJewel Valley 
  11/15 Jim ReedðKaitlyn  Reed 
  11/22 Craig/ Deb Eastlick 
  11/29 Wilma StantonðVolunteer 
 

  12/6 Peggy ElwellðJewel Valley 
 
  11/1 Virginia Andrew 
  11/8 Jewel Valley 
  11/15 Jim Reed 
  11/22 Thomas Gelbach  
  11/29 Julie Adrian 
   

  12/6  Jewel Valley  

ASSISTING AT FIRST THIS MONTH  

11/1 Mary Ann ShultzðWerner Doering 
11/8 Mary Lou JonesðGeorge Gray 
11/15 Bill SandersðRobin Fuller-Hulse 
11/22 Dan CarlðScott White 
11/29   Virginia DimickðAnn Dolan 
 

12/6 Werner DoeringðEvelyn McCullough 

HOSPITALITY LEADER 

 YOUTH MEMBERS 

11/1 Ann Dolan 
11/8 Mary Lou Jones 
11/15 Bill Sanders 
11/22 Scott White 
11/29   Joyce Wisnewski 
 

12/6 Karen Rundell 

LAY READERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

            03  Rita Luna 
                  Joe Wegner 
            04  Tessa Ostendorf 
            05  Tanya Clayton 
                  Joseph Paul Reese 
            07  Albert White 
            08  Cory Reith 
            09  Andrea Neis 
            11  Rachel Hart-Brinson 
                  Sara Harding 
                  Janet Warfield 
        Dorothy Price 
            12  Ernest Joshua ñEJò McCarthy 
            13  Marilyn Brewer  
            14  Madison Knockel  
            15  Mitchell Knockel 
            18  Christopher Beckwith 
                  Jean Burnham 
  19  Doreen Hlavaty 
  20  Maureen Vorwald 
             21  Jonathan Macaulay 
             22  David Robert Bast 
             25  Rachel Allen 
             26  Marilyn Richards 
             27  Mike Ostendorf 
                   Kyle Reed 
             28  Ed Wegner 
  30  George Wishart 

 
 
 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 05  Matt & Kim Zielinski 
 22  John & Sue Strickler 
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NEWS AT FIRST 

CARING MINISTRY 

The Caring Ministry seeks to provide  
assistance to friends and members of our  
congregation when needed. We want all to know 
that they are being remembered and are in our 
prayers. 
 

     Visits -    39  Transportation -       25 
     Cards -   38             Telephone Calls -   49 

 

MEETINGS THIS MONTH         
      
   Church Council:    Tuesday, November 10th   
                                  @ 7:00 p.m.ðCunningham House 
     
   Faith & Fellowship  Thursday, November 4th 
                                     @5p.m.ðCunningham House 

STONE SOUP OFFERINGS 
 

     Below is the listing of the organizations who    
     will receive the Stone Soup donations this   
     month. 
 

                     11/1    Family Advocates 
                     11/8    Pastorôs Fund 
                     11/15  Platteville Holiday Project 
                     11/22  Platteville Holiday Project                                        
                     11/29  Food Pantry 
             Year to Date Collection:  $1,729.77  

 

FILM FELLOWSHIP GROUP 
  

Film Fellowship Group meets  
Thursday @ 2:00 p.m. at Bears Court.  

 

             The movies for this month are: 
 

             Nov 5 The Blue Butterfly w/ William Hurt 
             Nov 12 The Identical w/ Ray Liotta 
             Nov 19  The Hundred Foot Journey  
                           w/ Helen Mirren 
                      

WOMENôS FELLOWSHIP 
 

   Womenôs Fellowship will meet Tuesday,  
   November 17th  at 1:30 at Bears Court. Hostess    
   is Virginia Dimick, Co-Hostess is Eva Snider 
   Virginia Dimick will serve as facilitator. 

 

ñOUT TO LUNCH BUNCHò          
 

The ñOut To Lunch Bunchò will meet  
Thursday, November 12th  
at noon at Fiesta Cancun   

Join us for fellowship and good conversation. 

 

PASTY TIME AGAIN 
 

This month will be the last pasty bake for the year  
November 21st  (Order by Nov. 8th at the latest! ) 

 

                                         Call Joyce Wisnewski (348-8986) or the Office (348-6578) to place your order   
 

 

TIME FOR FRUIT CAKES 
 

Remember to pick up your Fruit cakes  on November 21st .   
                                 Cost of fruit cakes is  $5.50 for l/2 lb. cakes 

 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED WORLD COMMUNITY DAY NOVEMBER 6TH 

2:00PM @ First Congregational United Church of Christ 
 

First Congregational will be hosting the event on Friday, November 6th @ 2p.m. 

Program will be provided by Lutheran Church of Peace.  Hope to see you there! 

 
   Thanks to everyone for the prayers, cards, and flowers 

 that were sent to me at the time of my surgery. 
Thank you all and God Bless, 

Rosie Cullen 
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NEWS AT FIRST 

OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE AT CHURCH 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE 
 

Yes, you can join the choir!    
 

We would love to have more singers in our choir.  The only requirement is that you can sing on pitch.   
Ability to read music is helpful, but not essential.  The choir generally sings twice a month, and we rehearse 
at 9:30 in the sanctuary only on the days that we are going to sing.   Contact Kristi Hart, either by phone 
(763-2970) or e-mail (hartfam2@gmail.com), with any questions or to be added to the choirôs mailing list.   
Upcoming choir dates are November 8 & 22, and December 6 & 24. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ADVENT INVITATION       
Sunday, November 9 
Church Lounge 

 

Please consider being a part of the annual ñhanging of the greensò on November 29.   There will be jobs for 
everyone as the sanctuary is decorated to mark the beginning of the Advent season.  Gather in the church 
lounge at 9 a.m. for breakfast snacks before you begin working.   

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

!ƴ !ŘǾŜƴǘ .ƻƻƪ {ǘǳŘȅΥ 
wŀŎƛǎƳ ƛƴ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ bŀǝƻƴΣ  .ƭŀŎƪ [ƛǾŜǎ aŀǧŜǊΣ  
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳōƻŘƛƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ƳŀƴǳŜƭ όDƻŘ-ǿƛǘƘ ¦ǎύ 

 
What does it mean to worship a God who 
chooses to be born human, who joins us in 

our embodied suffering?  
 

Join us as we ask each other these  
questions and reflect on Ta-Nehisi Coates' 
new book, Between the World and Me.  

 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ Ϫ рΥолǇƳ  
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нΣ фΣ мс 

¢ƘŜ /ǳƴƴƛƴƎƘŀƳ IƻǳǎŜ  
ммл aŀǊƪŜǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ  
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Families @ First 

 

UPCOMING FAITH DISCOVERY ACTIVITIES:  
 

Sunday, November 1st: Class, 5-7pm at the 
Cunningham house with all students and  
mentors.  
 
Sunday, December 6th: Youth Christmas Party. 
4-7pm at the Cunningham House.  
 
Tuesday December 15th: Christmas Caroling 
with Womenôs Fellowship. Students and their 
families can meet at the Cunningham House  
at 6pm.  

   t[!¢¢9±L[[9 ¦bL¢95 /I¦w/I hC /IwL{¢ 
¸h¦¢I /IwL{¢a!{ t!w¢¸  

 

²ƘƻΥ !ƭƭ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ CƛǊǎǘ /ƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ  
 aǘ ½ƛƻƴ ¦// ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΗ  
 

²ƘŀǘΥ !ƴ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘΣ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ŎǊŀƊǎ ŀƴŘ   
 ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ǳƴƴƛƴƎƘŀƳ IƻǳǎŜ  
 ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ   
 

²ƘŜƴΥ {¦b5!¸Σ 59/9a.9w сǘƘ Ϫ пta   

YOU are needed!  
 
We are always looking for  
compassionate volunteers to help out 
with our youth programing through the 
second half of worship on Sunday 
mornings.  
 
If you are interested in occasionally 
helping out, please contact Janelle 
Peterson or Kim Zielinski: 
 

zielinski@platteville.k12.wi.us 
janellepete@yahoo.com  
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You’ve thought about why you give…  
have you considered how you give?  

ELECTRIC ONLING GIVING MADE SIMPLEððð-DONATE NOW WITH:     myEoffering 
 

WHAT IS...myEoffering?  It is a service that will give you the ability to send your offerings online 
in the same way that many of you already pay bills and purchase products. We chose to use 
myEoffering because they are a part of a trusted, Christian family-owned company, who have 
been serving the needs of churches for nearly 100 years. 
 

WHY SHOULD I USE..myEoffering? We have decided to offer this service as a convenience to 
you. Simply log into the service and set up your offering. You can set the donations to match your 
pay periods, and even send your one-time donations to the special offerings. The donations will 
be listed on your quarterly statements. 
 

HOW DOES IT HELP? Online giving is the future. In addition to easier access to giving and more 
engagement with young stewards, online offering has benefits for the church. It allows us to more 
easily track contributions for budgeting. 
 

HOW DO I SIGN UP?  You will sign up on the church website (uccplatt.org). Click on the button 
at the bottom of the page that will take you to the meEoffering page for our church. Sign up  
following the directions carefully.  ~~Please let Randy Peterson know if you have any questions 
about signing up. 

 

In the next few days you will be receiving your stewardship 
materials for next year. 
 

Our church is a community of Christians, centered around a 
common core of faith.  We accept  the differing  
perspectives of our members as we accept freedom and  
responsibility for our own faith.   
 

Your participation and support in sustaining this church com-
munity comes through your involvement of time and talent in 
the activities of this church and the monetary pledge to  
support this church financially.  
 

Giving generously of our time and treasure to the church just 
plain feels good and is a good reminder of how blessed we 
are by God.   
 

We thank you for your past support and continued  
contributions to the growth of this church.   
    
Your time and talent sheets and pledge cards will be  
collected at Sunday service,  November 22,  with a  
celebration thanksgiving feast following the service.      

A Note from your Stewardship Teamé  
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August 2015-Council Minutes 
First Congregational United Church of Christ 

Council Meeting-August 11, 2015 
 

Present: Terry Cushman, Joanne Eastlick, Cynthia Kauffman, Colleen McCabe, Randy Peterson, Jean 
Sanders, Dennis Schaal and Scott White.  Also George Gray was present for some items. 
 
Call to order-Colleen called the meeting to order. 
 
Community prayers-/ŀǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ WŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ Wƻƴ CƭŜƳƛƴƎΣ !ƭƭƛǎƻƴ .ǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
 
Consent Agenda-aƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ CŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻrt were not available. 
¢ƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǳƭƭŜŘΦ  WŜŀƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ wŀƴŘȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ 
agenda-ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛǘŜƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΩǎ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ.  Motion carried. 
 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ-Scott addressed some questions.  Cynthia made and Jean seconded the motion to 
ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ  aƻǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘΦ 
 
Old Business-There was no further information of the finance audit. 
George reported that the two bills for tree removal totaling about $1700 was sent to the insurance.  We 
have a $1000 deductible so we will receive a check soon for $717.  He noted that Cunningham needs 
repairs and paint.  Joanne mentioned the unfinished painting of the church facing and souffet.  Bel Aire and 
Wanazek have given bids but a request was to also get a bid from Mound City painting.  Joanne gave a 
review of the April meeting of the property committee. 
 
Colleen spoke with Curt Timlin about a tree replacement.  The planting will be done this fall.   
Church members have made contributions and others are yet to come. 
 
Colleen reported that The Little Free Library design is yet to come. 
 
George asked that a need/wish list for property would be helpful.  Council members were asked to develop 
a list, prioritize items, and give them to the property committee.  George will put an item in the newsletter 
for others to also indicate needs/wishes.   
 
New Business- Council members had received information about copier replacement.  There were many 
questions.  Jean and Colleen will meet with Fern to get her input.  Pastor Zayna will also be asked. 
 
Jean will ask Fern to send out the roster for the ministries.  Council members are to get the minutes from 
the group that they are the council rep for. 
 
¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭΦ 
 
Next meeting will be September 8, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Cunningham House. 
Respectfully submitted, Jean Sanders Secretary Pro-tem 
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    Tuesday  
   Thursday  
 9:00-5:00 pm 
 

   Wednesday    
  2:00-5:00 pm                                 
@ Badger Brothers 

C9wbΩ{ hCCL/9 Ih¦w{ 
 

        Monday  
            Wednesday 
               Friday 

 8:30-12:00pm 
  

                Tuesday 
             Thursday 
          8:30-2:30pm 

OFFICE HOURS AT THE CUNNINGHAM HOUSE 

NOVEMBER 2015    

 


